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PREFACE

Linked Verse is a work that traverses Japanese and Western ways of being through a counterpoint
of images and sounds from both origins. 3D projections that conjure up scenes of Tokyo and
Kyoto in Japan and their rough equivalent places in America: New York City and San Francisco,
interweave with music written for the Western cello and the ancient Japanese mouth organ sho.
The work’s title and its structure comes from the Japanese poetic practice of renga: an ancient
form involving two or more poets taking turns in adding interlocking links in a long chain of
unexpected associations. The process of creating Linked Verse was similarly collaborative
between the composer and visual artists from the OpenEndedGroup as images and sounds were
developed simultaneously through a sequence of joint residencies. To allow this, cellist Maya
Beiser and sho player Ko Ishikawa recorded a large collection of solo and duo sketches at an
early stage of production.

Linked Verse was commissioned by Stanford University to help inaugurate Bing Concert Hall. It
was co-produced and co-funded by Experimental Media and Performing Arts Center (EMPAC),
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy , NY; Creative Media Center, Hong Kong City University,
Center for Arts and Media (ZKM), Karlsruhe, Germany, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the
Japan Foundation in New York, and the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies. The
premiere took place on 7 December 2013 with cellist Maya Beiser and sho player Ko Ishikawa.
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

The work is to be performed using two iPads, one for each musician. The iPads show individual
parts with pre-programmed page turns and animated visual cues. In concert, the cues sent
wirelessly from the software running 3D projection and multichannel sound allow for
synchronization of all audio and visual elements. No aural click-track is needed. For rehearsing
purposes practice movies are available at the following internet links:

Cello: http://vimeo.com/user6201294/review/98983513/d5bebefdfd

Sho: http://vimeo.com/user6201294/review/98983512/3¢219¢9900

Example below shows iPad screen of measure 20 of the cello score.

@ & S
s.t. regular pulse

*Skating” fast long light bows “Gliding™  “Skating" "Gliding"

The thin inner circle represents the time span of a the measure. The number in the center counts
down seconds till next cue. At the beginning of each page an outer band begins to draw at the top
of the thin circle and continues in a counter clockwise direction arround it. The band is grey but 2
seconds before it approaches a cue/arrow it gradually turns red. When it hits the cue it reches the
peak of its color saaturation and drops back to grey. The cues are shown in the music score using
the following symbols:

?

beginning of a new time span

1 cue point for aproximate synchronization (within 1-2 seconds)

l cue point for an exact synchronization



When the band completes the circle a next time span appears. The musical staff for the next
fragment appears 4 seconds earlier to allow performers to preview the upcoming music.

The cello part utilizes the following techniques marked with key words:

"Gliding" — a slow circular bowing between s.t. and s.p. with slowly changing pressure to
bring out varying harmonics and noise

"Skating" — evenly repeated, light, fast, full bows that generate a resonant pulse within the
body of the instrument

"Siren" — an alternating of open C and a given upper note, which is to be played sul G half
pressed with fast expressive vibrato

The vocal humming in parts of both musicians are to be performed without vibrato. In section
starting at measure 44 the cellist’s voice needs to fuse within the harmonic structure to the point
of not being perceptible as a separate part.

Duration: ca 53 minutes
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